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Tai House: The Charm and Meaning of Its Rooftop

Suebpong Chansuebsri
Lecturer, The Faculty of Art and Architecture

Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna

Abstract

This article is based on the study of the roof ornaments in Tai Houses in
Lanna and the vicinity. The roof decoration is considered unique and significant as it
is outstanding on the topmost part of the roof. This research is part of the academic
services and teaching to examine the style and meaning of the relevant elements
or components of the houses, including the modification of the modern buildings in
Lanna Area 8 in the upper northern provinces of Thailand and Shan State of Myan-
mar as well as Sipsongpanna in China. Those in Chiang Mai and Lamphun Provinces
in particular seemed to have more components than those in other provinces. The
study resulted in finding as many as 8 styles or models ranging from one with a plain
or no decoration style and the lintel style, galae, Mae Chaem, crown, soranai pitlaco
and orchid styles. The origin and meaning of these could be due to 5 reasons:
auspiciousness, beauty, beliefs, function and traditions. Some Lanna architects like
to blend the roof tip ornaments with modern architecture to maintain the local
identity for residential houses and other kinds of buildings. The popularity varies in
each period. The galae style popular 20-30 years ago has been recently replaced by
the Mae Chaem style.

Key words: Tai houses / rooftop / roof tip
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